CNN Today Anthropology Video Series, Volumes 1 and 2
The CNN Today Cultural Anthropology Video Series is an exclusive series jointly created by Wadsworth and CNN for the cultural anthropology course. Each video in the series consists of approximately 45-minutes of footage originally broadcast on CNN within in the last several years. The videos are broken into short two to seven minute segments, which are perfect for classroom use as lecture launchers, or to illustrate key anthropological concepts. An annotated table of contents accompanies each video with descriptions of the segments and suggestions for their possible use within the course.

Volume 1

ISBN: 0-534-56762-2

1. Women in Afghanistan (11/01, 2:41)
For some women in Afghanistan, the Taliban’s loss of power signals a time of new hope, while others (including young girls working in sweatshops) see a future of continued poverty. [gender, stratification, labor, politics, culture change]

2. Oil Spill Impacts (3/99, 2:49)
A 1989 oil spill continues to impact the environment and culture of Prince William Sound’s native peoples. [native peoples, environment, economics, culture change]

3. South Africa Endangered (11/99, 2:27)
This segment explores the conflict between the preservation of an endangered South African forest and the needs of local people who depend on the forest for their livelihood. [native peoples, environment, overpopulation, economics, culture change]

4. Papua New Guinea Tourism (4/01, 6:57)
Tourists visiting Papua New Guinea get a glimpse of a colorful and fascinating culture that has survived into the 21st century.  [native peoples, culture continuity, tourism]

5. Ancient Egyptian Language (5/97, 2:18)
We can read ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics, but what did the language sound like? Linguists and archaeologists fear that these sounds may be lost forever. [language/linguistics, archaeology]

6. Snaps (3/94, 2:30)
This amusing segment looks at snapping, the “art of verbal warfare,” and shows how snapping allows kids to trade insults instead of punches. [language/linguistics]  

7. Forensic Anthropologists at Work (6/99, 2:02)
In Kosovo, forensic anthropologists study human remains in mass graves to determine who the victims are and how they died. [forensic anthropology, war, politics]

8. Genetically Modified Crops (12/99, 2:24)
Farmers weigh the risks and benefits of growing controversial genetically modified crops. [genetics, biotechnology, agriculture, economics]

9. Genetics Today (5/01, 5:07)
This segment explores the potential benefits of genetic research and genetic engineering, the ethics of parents using new technology to choose or reject embryos, and the impact of genetic research on popular culture. (genetics, genetic engineering, bioethics, disease)

10. Interview with Jane Goodall (4/00, 10:28)
Jane Goodall discusses her groundbreaking work with wild chimpanzees and her efforts to educate children about the importance of preserving the natural world. [chimpanzees, environment, activism, education]

11. Archaeology Field School (8/98, 4:02)
College students from around the country spend a semester at Dust Cave in Alabama, studying the past and deciding whether a career in archaeology is in their future. [archaeology, fieldwork]

12. Trash Dump Riches (7/99, 1:41)

Archaeologists excavate a dump on a historic San Francisco military base and piece together everyday life on the base. [historic archaeology, military life, stratification]

Volume 2

ISBN: 0-534-62055-8

1.
Mungo Man's New Age (1/01, 1:23)

Genetic research on Mungo Man results in significant questions about human origin by challenging the Out of Africa theory that all linfing people are descendants of homosapiens coming from Africa more than 100,000 years ago.   
[genetics, medical anthropology, human origins]

2.
Footprints in Africa (8/96, 3:52)
Anthropologists study footprints believed to have come from creatures some 3.36 million years ago.  This discovery has been endangered by exposure to environmental elements.   
[fieldwork, archeology, human origins]

3.
Fossil Diving (9/01, 2:08)
Buried fossil bed in May River in South Carolina lead experienced divers to pan the river bottom, and the finds are extraordinary.  To collect fossils in South Carolina all you need is a hobby diver’s license, but the State asks divers to report their findings to the State’s Institute of Archeology and Anthropology.

[fieldwork, archeology, fossils]

4.
Petite Primates (5/99, 2:13)
Biomedical research, a 6 billion dollar industry, uses miniature monkeys in their medical research laboratories.  A safe haven in Maui, HI, cares for non-human primates after the biomedical research companies have concluded testing on these animals.

[primates, biomedical industry, bioethics, conservation]

5.
Stem Cell Controversy (9/02, 2:14)
Stem cell technology now makes it possible to grow tissue that can repair damaged organs.  Embronic stem cells can be manipulated by scientists can make more than 200 different kinds of cells, however, the ethics of this practice are questioned by many, which includes leaders of the Catholic Church.  Scientists and church leaders in Melbourne, Australia, are at the center of this controversial debate.  

[genetics, genetic engineering, bioethics, politics]
6.
Forensic Anthropologist Amy Mundorff (9/02, 3:24)
Amy Mundorff is the forensic anthropologist at the NYC Office of the Chief Medical Examiner and collected and sorted human remains found at the World Trade Center.  A day after sustaining severe injuries when the World Trade Center fell, Amy Mundorff continued her work as New York's only forensic anthropologist.   [forensic anthropology, careers, human interest]

7.
Intelligent Design Debate (10/02, 3:58)
Proponents of the Intelligent Design Theory want public schools curriculum to include the idea that living things must have been "designed" by some purposeful being. Critics of intelligent design say it is a disguise for creationism, which credits the origin of species to God. This controversial debate has spawned in several states.   [theory, creationism, evolution, religion, politics, education]

8.
Buried Ship in San Francisco (9/01, 2:04)
A long-forgotten ship of California's Gold Rush era, the General Harrison, was encountered in waterfront landfill in the heart of San Francisco's financial district during foundation work for a new hotel. See archeologists at work as they uncover lost artifacts.  [archaeology, fieldwork]

9.
Terror Language (11/02, 2:35)

The U.S. National Security Agency and FBI are in desperate shortage of linguists proficient in Arabic and other foreign languages.  The Bush administration proposes Linguistics Reserve Corp to help alleviate the crisis.   [language/linguistics, politics, war]
10.
TV Weddings in India  (8/02, 3:20)
Televised arranged marriages are portrayed on modern-day Indian TV.  This game show-esque program is watched by millions of conservative Indians and the tradition of arranged marriages is now a burgeoning industry.   [ethnicity, marriage, family, cultural tradition]

11.
Latino Immigrants in the US (4/01, 3:45)
In Rogers, Arkansas, the newcomers to the local high schools are Latinos.  See the results of the sudden influence of Latino culture and the difficulties of Latino assimilation in small town USA.  

[ethnicity, diversity, enculturation, culture change]

12.
AIDS and Indigenous Peoples in Africa (11/02, 4:04)
Drought and climate changes force a nomadic tribe, the OvaHimba people of Southern Africa, to settle in order to feed their flock—both animal and human.  Men in search of jobs in the cities are exposed to HIV and are infecting many in their community.  The result is a generation of grandparents raising their grandchildren due to the HIV/AIDS-related deaths of parents.

[native peoples, disease, economics, culture change]

13.
Caste Killings in India (9/01, 2:10)

A boyfriend and girlfriend are hanged because their families are from different castes.  Few people in and around the village condemn the killings.  Social activists in India say a global forum must act now.


[marriage, family, stratification, legal systems, activism]

14. Indigenous Rights in Mexico (5/02, 1:46)
Indian rights activists in Mexico ask the Mexican Supreme Court for help in seeking equality of rights, and controversy ensues.   [native peoples, politics, human rights]

15.
Tribal Justice in Pakistan (8/02, 2:56)

Four men are accused of gang raping women in Pakistan, and some say a tribal council ordered the rapes.  Human rights activists say the federal government turns a blind eye to so-called tribal justice.


[women’s rights, gender, legal systems, activism]

16. Harry Potter Witchcraft Controversy (12/02, 2:43)
A family fights against readings of Harry Potter in the classroom claiming that it violates the separation of church and state principle and that the popular series teaches witchcraft.

[religion, politics, education]
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