Ancient Civilizations

Instructors Guide

Introduction and Suggestions for Use:

This on-line simulation is designed to allow your students to experience life in ancient civilizations.  In this period, students have three very different choices, from China to Egypt.   Each choice that is made is followed by a result, thus showing students the “cause-and-effects” of history.  The simulation can be assigned to students individually or it can be done in the classroom as a group.  In addition, there are multiple-choice quizzes and questions for reflection that may be assigned for grades.  The simulation can also be used as a discussion starter for a lecture on  the development of early civilizations, life in ancient Egypt, life in ancient China, life in ancient Mesopotamia, warfare in the ancient world, politics in the ancient world, and religion in the ancient world.

In this simulation, students will have 3 initial choices.  They must choose to play the role of 


1)
an Assyrian.


2)
a Zhou-Qin era Chinese.


3)
an Egyptian.
For each part of the simulation, websites with additional information are provided.  These sites can expand and enliven the student’s knowledge of the times.  In addition, pictures illustrate the times and the spirit of Americans.

You might want to assign students to go through particular parts of the simulation, or have them go through it more than one time, making different choices each time.  Each path through the simulation will provide the student with information about a different civilization in the ancient world.
Brief Overview of Text and Choices (flowcharts should be included here):

For Assyrian:

· Learn about life in ancient Mesopotamia and particularly Assyria, learn about the military, and the king Ashurbanipal, choose between

· Marching to Egypt

· Staying in Nineveh

· March to Egypt as part of Ashurbanipal's army, pass by the land of the Hebrews, observe the wonders of Egypt, lay siege to the citadel in Thees, quell the rebellion, help slay the rebel leaders, return to Nineveh, help to crush the rebellion of Ashurbanipal's brother -- Shamash-shum-ukin in Babylon, also defeat the Elamites
· Stay in Nineveh, learn about the history of the city, make profits in trade of empire, learn about the religious practices, oldest son becomes a scribe in Ashurbanipal's library, younger son works as artist to decorate the temple, travel to Ur to collect a copy of the "Epic of Gilgamesh" for the library, Ashurbanipal dies, King Nabopolassar of Babylonia begins to work against Assyrians and marches on Nineveh, choose between

· Marching out to meet the invaders 

· Staying with family in Nineveh

· March out with army to meet the invaders and die on the battlefield

· Stay with family in Nineveh, learn of the army's defeat, defend the city during the siege, succumb to the attackers

For Chinese:

· Learn about the Shang dynasty and the Zhou dynasty, choose between 

· Being a noble

· Being a farmer

· Be a minor noble and warrior, live in a city, have peasants work your land, honor your ancestors, live during the "Warring States" period, choose between 

· Accepting the philosophy of Confucianism

· Accepting the philosophy of Legalism

· Accept Confucianism, learn about Confucius and his beliefs as well as Mencius, consult the I Chang, witness the rise of the Qin dynasty, choose between

· Opposing the Qin emperor

· Supporting the Qin emperor

· Oppose the Qin emperor, lose in battle, taken into custody, found guilty and executed

· Support the Qin emperor by not opposing him, learn about the Qin dynasty and the implementation of Legalism, endure the death of the Qin emperor and the fall of his dynasty, see the rise of Liu Bang and the Han dynasty begins

· Accept the philosophy of Legalism, witness the rise of the Qin dynasty, choose between

· Opposing the Qin emperor

· Supporting the Qin emperor

· Oppose the Qin emperor, lose in battle, taken into custody, found guilty and executed

· Support the Qin emperor by not opposing him, learn about the Qin dynasty and the implementation of Legalism, endure the death of the Qin emperor and the fall of his dynasty, see the rise of Liu Bang and the Han dynasty begins

· Be a farmer, live outside the city and work the land for the noble, live during the "Warring States" period, see the rise of the Qin emperor and support his position in hopes of improving life, Support the Qin emperor by not opposing him, learn about the Qin dynasty and the implementation of Legalism, endure the death of the Qin emperor and the fall of his dynasty, see the rise of Liu Bang and the Han dynasty begins

For Egyptian:

· Learn about the periods in ancient Egypt, choose between 

· Working as a farmer in the Old Kingdom

· Serving as a soldier in the New Kingdom

· Work as a farmer in the Old Kingdom, learn of life as an Egyptian farmer, learn about the importance of the Nile, learn about the spiritual life for commoners, see the festivals of the tides, work on the pyramid of Khufu, die as a simple farmer

· Serve as a soldier in the New Kingdom, learn about Thutmose III,  train as a charioteer, go on the march to Megiddo, participate in the Battle of Megiddo, return to Egypt, plan for afterlife through mummification, die as an old warrior

Questions for Reflection:

· Assyrian:
· What brings about the downfall of the Assyrian empire?

· What made the Assyrian empire so hated and feared?  How did this contribute to their demise?
· Chinese:
· What role does family play in Chinese life?

· Compare Confucianism to Legalism?  How did each of these philosophies respond to conditions in China?

· Why did the Qin dynasty fail to last?
· Egyptian:
· In what ways is the Nile the center of Egyptian life?

· As in this example, why do you think lower-class Egyptians would simply accept things and not question or challenge them?
· Given Egyptian spiritual beliefs, why was mummification essential?
Quiz Questions

For Assyrian:
Who built the city of Nineveh?

a.
Sargon II

b.
Ashurbanipal

*c.
Sennacherib

d.
Naboplassor

Which of the follow was NOT true of the Assyrian army?

a.
They used chariots.

b.
They built mobile attack ramps to lay siege to cities.

*c.
They developed early cannons for siege warfare.

d.
They had one of the largest armies in ancient Mesopotamia.

The Assyrians were eventually defeated by

a.
the Egyptians.

b.
the Hebrews.

c.
the Persians.

*d.
the Babylonians.

For Chinese:
What is t’ien ming?

a.
the belief in ancestor worship

b.
the use of oracle bones to ask for advice from ancestors

*c.
the mandate of heaven given to rulers

d.
the capital of the Zhou empire

Which of the following is NOT true of Confucianism?

a.
Confucianism focused on the perfectibility of man.

b.
Confucianism focused on orderly relationships in society.

*c.
Confucianism is a religion.

d.
Confucianism is a philosophy of life developed during a period of chaos in Chinese history.

In ancient China, peasants

a.
owned 50 acres of land apiece.

b.
worked the land for nobles.

c.
had to provide free work for nobles.

*d.
both b and c.

Which dynasty is responsible for the unification of China?

a.
Shang

b.
Zhou

c.
Han

*d.
Qin

For Egyptian:

Why was the annual flooding of the Nile important for farmers? 

a.
It gave them time to go work on the pyramids and pay off their debt to the government.

*b.
It replenished the soil with minerals.

c.
It gave the farmers some much-needed rest time.

d.
It was not important to the farmers.

How was Egyptian spiritual life important to the average farmer?

a.
They needed to act morally in order to achieve an after-life in paradise.

b.
They feared the punishment of the pharaoh if they displeased him.

*c.
They wanted the sun gods and land gods to give them good crops from season to season.

d.
None of the above

What major innovation was crucial to the military under Thutmose?

a.
the arrow

*b.
the chariot

c.
the javelin

d.
the catapult

What was the role of Osiris in the afterlife?

a.
He ruled over the Egyptian version of hell. 

b.
He guided the dead to paradise.

*c.
He judged the dead.

d.
He had no role.

