Contemporary

Instructors Guide

Introduction and Suggestions for Use:

This on-line simulation is designed to allow your students to experience life and events from different perspectives.  In this, the contemporary period, students have three very different choices, from Iran, China or Nicaragua.   Each choice that is made is followed by a result, thus showing students the “cause-and-effects” of history.  The student is choosing a place, and then within the period, they may choose an identity from opposite sides of the event.  The simulation can be assigned to students individually or it can be done in the classroom as a group.  In addition, there are multiple-choice quizzes and questions for reflection that may be assigned for grades.  The simulation can also be used as a discussion starter for a lecture on post-Imperialism, modern Middle Eastern history, American-Iranian relations, the role of religion in politics, post civil war China, communism in China, Central American politics, America and Nicaragua, or the Iran-Contra Affair.

In this simulation, students will have 3 initial choices.  They must choose to play the role of 


1)
an Iranian


2)
a Chinese


3)
a Nicaraguan

For each part of the simulation, websites with additional information are provided.  These sites can expand and enliven the student’s knowledge of the times.  In addition, pictures illustrate the times and the spirit of people around the world and throughout history.

You might want to assign students to go through particular parts of the simulation, or have them go through it more than one time, making different choices each time.  Each path through the simulation will provide the student with information about a different region and culture of the world.  This simulation in particular allows students to compare cultures.

Brief Overview of Text and Choices (flowcharts should be included here):

For Iranian:

· Learn about Iran under the Shah, learn about modernization in Iran and the resistance to modernization, learn the background to Ayatollah Khomeini, discover the impact of the United States in Iran, choose between

· Supporting the anti-Shah protestors

· Supporting the Shah

· Support the anti-Shah protestors, join street demonstrations, suffer through the military attacks on protestors, survive Black Friday, watch as the Shah crumbles and finally leaves in 1979, choose between

· Backing the moderates

· Backing the radicals

· Back the moderates who form a government, watch as Khomeini returns and takes charge through the Iranian Revolutionary Council, see the radicals seize control through tribunals across Iran, endure a new more radical government choose between 

· Opposing the tribunals 

· Supporting the local tribunal

· Opposed the tribunal, speak out for democracy and change, arrested, tried and executed for undermining the state

· Support the local tribunal, help round up former supporters of the Shah, vote for the creation of an Islamic Republic, learn of the dying Shah's entrance into the U.S., watch as radical students break into the U.S. Embassy compound in Teheran and take 52 Americans hostage

· Back the radicals, greet the return of Khomeini to Iran, support the revolution against the army by helping young army officers seize an armory, help form a new government appointed by Khomeini, Support the local tribunal, help round up former supporters of the Shah, vote for the creation of an Islamic Republic, learn of the dying Shah's entrance into the U.S., watch as radical students break into the U.S. Embassy compound in Teheran and take 52 Americans hostage

· Support the Shah as an officer in the military, sent to stop protestors,  choose between

· Refusing to fire on the protestors

· Firing on the protestors

· Refuse to fire on the protestors, view the Shah as weak, tired of American interference, return home and take off uniform, join protestors, survive Black Friday, watch as the Shah crumbles and finally leaves in 1979, choose between

· Backing the moderates

· Backing the radicals

· Back the moderates who form a government, watch as Khomeini returns and takes charge through the Iranian Revolutionary Council, see the radicals seize control through tribunals across Iran, endure a new more radical government choose between 

· Opposing the tribunals 

· Supporting the local tribunal

· Opposed the tribunal, speak out for democracy and change, arrested, tried and executed for undermining the state

· Support the local tribunal, help round up former supporters of the Shah, vote for the creation of an Islamic Republic, learn of the dying Shah's entrance into the U.S., watch as radical students break into the U.S. Embassy compound in Teheran and take 52 Americans hostage

· Back the radicals, greet the return of Khomeini to Iran, support the revolution against the army by helping young army officers seize an armory, help form a new government appointed by Khomeini, Support the local tribunal, help round up former supporters of the Shah, vote for the creation of an Islamic Republic, learn of the dying Shah's entrance into the U.S., watch as radical students break into the U.S. Embassy compound in Teheran and take 52 Americans hostage

· Fire on the protestors, feel that you are saving Iran, choose between

· Joining SAVAK

· Avoiding SAVAK

· Join SAVAK -- the secret police, help arrest anti-Shah protest leaders and their families, learn of a disastrous theater fire, attack protestors, killed by anti-Shah forces

· Avoid SAVAK, see the declining power of the Shah, watch the protests and strikes grow, choose between

· Abandoning the Shah

· Continuing to support the Shah

· Abandon the Shah, decide to move to America

· Continue to support the Shah, watch strikes grow across the country, witness the poor health and mental condition of the Shah, learn the Shah has left the country, quietly take off uniform and blend into society as the Islamic Republic is formed

For China:

· Learn about post Civil War China and the New Democracy farm movement,  learn about the Great Leap Forward, choose between

· Working in agriculture

· Going into government work

· Work in agriculture, help form a cooperative farm, work on large-scale irrigation projects, family has trouble growing enough food after giving most to the cooperative, choose between

· Producing food for yourself

· Giving all production to the state

· Produce food for yourself, use your small plot to make a profit, turned in during Socialist Re-education program in the 1960s, private plot is taken by the government, go thru indoctrination, wife dies during interrogation, kill yourself 

· Give all production to the state, face starvation, resent capitalist peasant farmers, encouraged by the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, join the Red Guards and help route out those who have fallen from the socialist path

· Go into government work, appointed as cadres over a commune, government demands extremely high amounts of your crops, choose between

· Giving true reports on failure to meet goals

· Falsifying reports

· Give true reports on failure of your commune to meet government goals, work to help your people from starvation by keeping more crops on the farm, repeatedly fail to meet goals, transferred to People's Liberation Army (PLA) and moved south, fear the rise of the Red Guards during the Cultural Revolution, act with army against the Red Guards in bloody actions against the people, choose between

· Staying in the army

· Leaving the army

· Stay in the army, learn about the crisis with Taiwan and Chinese fears, learn about the conflict with Vietnam, embarrassed by the beating at the hands of Vietnam, watch as the government uses the army in 1989 to crush the democracy movement in Tiananmen

· Leave the army, take a job in industry, watch the great growth in Chinese industry, suffer through tough working conditions, view rising prosperity, wife gives birth to a child, with onset of second pregnancy wife is forced to have an abortion to comply with government's one child policy, wife commits suicide

· Falsify reports, inflate production numbers, bring your farmers to brink of starvation, make large profits for yourself, attacked during Cultural Revolution, taken in for re-education, choose between

· Giving acceptable answers

· Giving honest answers

· Give acceptable answers, rewarded for admitting failures, returned to work as a cadre

· Give honest answers, removed to a May Seventh School for further indoctrination, freed and work in industry, wife also works and soon makes more than you, suffer a stroke and die

For Nicaragua

· Learn about Nicaragua since the 1930s, learn about the rise of the Somozas, suffer through the massive Managua earthquakes in 1972, witness the widespread destruction, experience difficulties in recovering, choose between

· Supporting Somoza

· Joining the opposition

· Support Somoza, join the dreaded Guardia Nacional, fight against the opposition Sandinistas, witness the outbreak of civil war, learn of the assassination of Pedro Chamorro, witness the rise of a nationalist movement, choose between

· Remaining loyal to Somoza

· Joining the nationalists

· Remain loyal to Somoza, watch popular support grow for the nationalist, watch the U.S. and other nations turn against Somoza, learn that Somoza has fled the country, move to Hondorus, choose between

· Refusing an offer to help support an opposition army

· Support an opposition army

· Refuse an offer to help support an opposition army, live rest of life in exile

· Support an opposition army, learn of American involvement, give aid to the Contras, make a great deal of money by shipping drugs to America on the side

· Join the opposition, become part of the Sandinista movement, take part in attacks, assassinations and raids against the government, watch the nation descend into civil war, take part in Operation Pigsty, attacked by Guardia Nacional, flee to Costa Rica, watch Somoza flee Nicaragua in 1979, return to help form a government, watch as the Sandinistas appear to thwart real democracy, choose between

· Turning against the government

· Supporting the Sandinistas

· Turn against the government, dissatisfied with lack of real democracy, learn about the opposition Contras who are supported by America, Support an opposition army, learn of American involvement, give aid to the Contras, make a great deal of money by shipping drugs to America on the side

· Support the Sandinistas, watch the creation of a new government, become dissatisfied with problems, see rising economic difficulties, watch Sandinistas lose 1990 elections to widow of Pedro Chamorra

Questions:

Questions for Reflection

· Iran

· What role did the U.S. play in the Iranian revolution? How did American policies affect the Shah?

· How did Islam affect the revolutionary movement in Iran?   What is a religious revolution?

· Explain the policies of the Shah.  How did he contribute to his own demise?

· How did the labor strikes differ from the earlier protests?

· China

· What kinds of factors would cause enthusiasm for the revolution to wane among the masses?

· How does the Great Leap Forward compare to Soviet economic planning in the 1920 and 1930s?

· What was the appeal of the Cultural Revolution and the Red Guard for the average citizen?

· How was the PLA both a boon and a "black eye" to the government?

· In what ways did Communist policies affect the everyday life of the Chinese?

· How and why was family background important for communist leaders?

· How did the government both encourage and discourage corruption in its cadres?

· Nicaragua

· How were the Cold War and American support for dictatorships tied together?

· How did Somoza's response to the opposition only serve to polarize the population?

· What made the effort to support the Contras an inefficient and ineffective one?

· What were some of the problems that the Sandinistas faced, and how do their solutions compare to Somoza's?

Quiz

Iran:
Where did the first attacks on students occur in January of 1978?

a.
Tabriz

*b.
Qom

c.
Teheran

d.
Cinema Rex

Who was head of the SAVAK?

a.
Ayatollah Khomeini

*b.
Nemotallah Nasseri

c.
Reza Pahlavi

d.
the CIA

Who did the IRC appoint as prime minister?

a.
Shahpour Bakhtier

b.
Ayatollah Khomeini

*c.
Mehdi Bazargan

d.
none of the above

What eventually drives the Shah from his throne?

a.
lack of support among the military

b.
the continued protests by students for the martyrs of Islam

*c.
the general labor strike

d.
the attack by Revolutionary Guards on the palace

China:
What kinds of problems were encountered in the communes?

a.
famine

b.
corruption

c.
graft

*d.
all of the above

What did the Chinese leadership try to eliminate with the Great Leap Forward?

a.
Nationalist rebels

*b.
capitalism

c.
American occupiers

d.
Japanese troops

The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution was

*a.
designed to create a permanent revolution in China.

b.
an attempt to bring back a small amount of capitalism to stimulate the economy.

c.
a movement encouraging reverence for traditional Chinese values.

d.
a movement against Mao's leadership.

The Tiananmen Square Incident of 1989

a.
was handled peacefully by the military.

b.
resulted in sweeping reforms by the Chinese government.

*c.
was an attempt by students to achieve democratic reforms.

d.
All of the above

Why did China institute its "one child" policy?

a.
to lower the number of young women sold into slavery

*b.
to provide some form of population growth control

c.
to better insure the inculcation of communist values

d.
None of the above

Which of the following was a side effect of the Cultural Revolution?

a.
The formation of Red Guard units

b.
Indoctrination

c.
Public humiliation of intellectuals and minor leaders

*d.
All of the above

Nicaragua

Who initially formed the Guardia Nacional? 

a.
The Somozas

b.
The Sandinistas

c.
The Soviets

*d.
The United States

How did the 1972 earthquakes serve as a turning point in opposing the Somozas?

a.
The United States refused to bolster the Somozas in the wake of the earthquake.

*b.
The Somozas failed to use the aid to relieve the population.

c.
The Sandinistas were depicted as uncaring about the people.

d.
It did not serve as a turning point.

What was the importance of the Contras for the Americans? 

a.
Americans were anxious to be involved in another war.

b.
The United States wanted to bring Somoza back to power.

*c.
They could serve to oust the communists in Nicaragua.

d.
All of the above.

What tactics were used by the Sandinistas to force Somoza from power?

*a.
A guerrilla-style attack with kidnappings and ransoms

b.
Open warfare against civilians

c.
An alliance with the Soviet Union to use Soviet troops and weapons

d.
None of the above

