New Encounters

Instructors Guide

Introduction and Suggestions for Use:

This on-line simulation is designed to allow your students to experience life in among civilizations encountered by Europeans as they begin to explore the world and the effect exploration had on Europeans.  In this period, students have three very different choices, from Africa to Japan.   Each choice that is made is followed by a result, thus showing students the “cause-and-effects” of history.  The simulation can be assigned to students individually or it can be done in the classroom as a group.  In addition, there are multiple-choice quizzes and questions for reflection that may be assigned for grades.  The simulation can also be used as a discussion starter for a lecture on culture and civilizations of Africa, slavery and its impact, Arab-African interaction, the culture of Italy, mercantilism, the Reformation, the Renaissance, humanism, Japanese culture and society, and Japanese reaction to the outside world. 

In this simulation, students will have 3 initial choices.  They must choose to play the role of 


1)
an African.


2)
an Italian 


3)
a Japanese.
For each part of the simulation, websites with additional information are provided.  These sites can expand and enliven the student’s knowledge of the times.  In addition, pictures illustrate the times and the spirit of people around the world and throughout history.

You might want to assign students to go through particular parts of the simulation, or have them go through it more than one time, making different choices each time.  Each path through the simulation will provide the student with information about a different region and culture of the world.

Brief Overview of Text and Choices (flowcharts should be included here):

For African:

· Learn about African culture and language, choose between 

· Being an East African

· Being a West African

· Be an East African, learn about Swahili culture, choose between

· Living in Kilwa (male)

· Living in Mombasas (female)

· Live in Kilwa, learn about impact of Arabs, kidnapped into Arabian slavery in Oman, learn about role of eunechs,  fight Omani army, return home to Kilway, choose between

· marrying betrothed 

· not marrying betrothed

· marry betrothed, return to ivory trade, Kilway attacked by Portuguese, killed by Portuguese

· do not marry betrothed, Kilwa attacked by Portuguese, killed

· live in Mombasa, learn about Fort Jesus, sold into slavery, taken to Oman, choose between

· fighting your fate

· accepting against fate

· fight fate, commit suicide by jumping into water

· accept fate, become a favorite in sultan's harem

· be a West African, live in Songhay empire, witness its fall into ruin,  choose between 

· trading in slaves

· not trading in slaves

· trade in slaves, join caravan to Morocco, Timbuktu attacked by Moroccans, choose between

· staying in city

· fleeing city

· stay in city, killed by Moroccan soldiers

· flee city, attacked by slavers, walked to coastline and old into slavery going to New World,  choose between

· going to  Caribbean

· going to Brazil

· go to Caribbean, experience Middle Passage, sold to owner on Caribbean island,

· go to Brazil, learn about Brazilian sugar crop,  learn about slavery

For Italian:

· Learn about life in Renaissance Italy, particularly Venice, choose between

· Becoming a government aide

· Becoming a printer

· Become a government aide, work for the Collegio, learn humanism, see the rise of French power, choose between

· Supporting the Holy League alliance

· Opposing the Holy Leauge

· Support the alliance, watch as France is ousted from Italy, learn of the opposition of the League of Cambrai, experience the rise of Pope Julius II, observe as Venetian power is reduced

· Oppose the Holy League, move to Florence, observe rise of the monk Girolamo Savonarola, choose between

· Support Savanorola

· Oppose Savanorola

· Support Savanorola, he is excommunicated by church, arrested, tried, executed as are you

· Oppose Savanorola, stay in the shadows, re-emerge after Savanorola's execution, work for Niccolo Machiavelli

· Become a printer, learn about the rise of the printing press and its impact, learn about Martin Luther, choose between

· Supporting Martin Luther

· Opposing Martin Luther

· Support Martin Luther, move to Northern Europe to join the Reformation, view wars of religion, choose between

· Supporting John Calvin

· Supporting another Protestant sect

· Support John Calvin,  move to Geneva, join the ruling consistory

· Support another Protestant sect known as the Anabaptists, killed

· Oppose Martin Luther, seek reforms of the Catholic church, learn about the Jesuits, learn about the Catholic Reformation and the Council of Trent 

For Japanese:

· Learn about Japan during the Warring states Era, choose between

· Becoming a samurai

· Becoming a merchant

· Become a samurai, learn the life of the warrior, choose between

· Joining Oda Nobunaga

· Remaining apart from Oda Nobunaga

· Join Nobunaga, learn about guns, joing the attacks on militant Buddhist monks, learn of murder of Nobunaga, join Hideyoshi in gaining revenge, watch rise of Hideyoshi, choose between

· Going to China/Korea

· Staying in Japan

· Go to China/Korea, help push back Koreans, withdraw under Chinese attack, stay in Korea as an administrator, begin to fear growing Chinese power, choose between

· Returning to Japan to re-open communication

· Staying in Korea

· Return to Japan on a ship, attacked by Korean turtle ships and sunk, die at sea

· Stay in Korea, lose battle and commit suicide

· Stay in Japan, see death of Hideyoshi, choose between

· Supporting Tokugawa

· Opposing Tokugawa

· Support Tokugawa, die in old age in a united Japan

· Oppose Tokugawa, become a ronin, support Hideyori, die in siege of Osaka

· Remain apart from Nobunaga, support the sword hunt, death of  Nobunaga, support Hideyoshi, choose between

· Going to China/Korea

· Staying in Japan

· Go to China/Korea, help push back Koreans, withdraw under Chinese attack, stay in Korea as an administrator, begin to fear growing Chinese power, choose between

· Returning to Japan to re-open communication

· Staying in Korea

· Return to Japan on a ship, attacked by Korean turtle ships and sunk, die at sea

· Stay in Korea, lose battle and commit suicide

· Stay in Japan, see death of Hideyoshi, choose between

· Supporting Tokugawa

· Opposing Tokugawa

· Support Tokugawa, die in old age in a united Japan

· Oppose Tokugawa, become a ronin, support Hideyori, die in siege of Osaka

· Become a merchant, learn about discrimination in Japan against businessmen, learn of the arrival of the Portuguese, choose between

· Welcoming the Portuguese

· Opposing the Portuguese

· Welcome the Portuguese, learn about Christianity and open trade with foreigners, choose between

· Embracing Christianity

· Opposing Christianity

· Embrace Christianity and convert, persecuted for beliefs, flee to China

· Oppose Christianity,  help to persecute Christians

· Oppose the Portuguese, work against all foreigners in Japan,  enthused by the ouster of foreigners

Questions for Reflection:

· African

· How is Swahili both an Arab and African culture?

· What role did eunuchs play in Arab society? Why?

· What roles and purposes did slaves play in African and Arab society?

· What role do Sonni Ali and Mohammed Toure have in the development of Songhay?

· Why did Songhay collapse?

· How did American slavery differ from what was already practiced in Africa?

· Italian

· How was politics during the Renaissance period a reflection of humanism?  How is the pope during this time a good example?

· Why do you think that a merchant/craftsman in Venice had more social mobility than any of the other classes?

· How are Machiavelli's ideas in The Prince a natural outgrowth of the humanistic ideas of the Renaissance?

· What kinds of factors drove people to adopt the Reformation?

· How did the political situation in the Holy Roman Empire help the Reformation succeed?

· What did the Church do to address its problems?

· Japanese

· How does the samurai code fit in well with the policies that Hideyoshi attempts to put in place in Japan?

· Why do you think political consolidation was so difficult in Japan?  What kinds of things prevented it from happening sooner?

· Why was the process of unification such a difficult one from Nobunaga to Tokugawa?

· What kinds of issues factored into a samurai’s decision to place loyalty with a certain leader?

· What were the motives for the Europeans in bringing Christianity to Japan?  

· What were the motives of the Japanese in accepting it?

· In what ways did the political and economic climate in Japan aid the arrival of the Europeans?

· Why would Japanese citizens oppose the arrival of the Europeans?

· How do you think opposing the Europeans could aid the growth of Japanese nationalism?

Quiz:

African:
Africa provides all of the following goods to the world, EXCEPT

*a.
textiles.

b.
gold.

c.
slaves.

d.
ivory.

What is the root language of most Africans?

a.
Swahili

*b.
Bantu

c.
Dhow

d.
Islam

What make Kilwa rich and powerful?

a.
the city's location on the mainland

b.
blue dye

*c.
control of the gold trade

d.
its fortress

Who built the Songhay empire?

a.
Muhammad Toure

b.
King Songhay

*c.
Sonni Ali

d.
 none of the above

What was the main early crop of Brazil?

a.
cotton

*b.
sugar cane

c.
ivory

d.
fur

Italian:
What was the function of the Collegio?

a.
an advisory body for the Doge

b.
passed laws after debate 

*c.
executed the laws passed by the Senate

d.
a largely ceremonial board with no real powers 

What was Venice's power built upon? 

a.
Its large military

*b.
Its trade in the Mediterranean

c.
The pope's favoritism toward Venice

d.
Its reputation as the defender of the northern frontier

What was the purpose of The Prince?

a.
to sway the Medici to support Savonarola

*b.
as a guide on how to govern

c.
as a biography of Niccolo Machiavelli

d.
none of the above

Martin Luther initially argued against the Catholic Church in 1517 because of

a.
the sacraments.

b.
the concept of good works.

c.
the infallibility of the pope.

*d.
indulgences.

Protestants became known as such because of the

a.
95 Theses.

*b.
Second Diet of Speyer.

c.
Diet of Worms.

d.
First Diet of Speyer.

What helped spread the ideas of the Reformation?

a.
new roads

b.
new translations of the bible

*c.
the printing press

d.
traveling ministers

Which of the following was not a problem of the Catholic Church in the 1500s?

a.
the Babylonian Captivity

*b.
the Great Migration

c.
the Great Schism

d.
indulgences

How did the new printing press help lead to the Reformation?

*a.
It allowed the easier spread of new religious ideas.

b.
People could now see how inaccurate Catholic doctrine was.

c.
It limited the amount of information circulating among the public.

d.
None of the above.

Japanese:
Which of the following was part of a typical samurai’s life?

a.
farming

b.
military discipline

c.
Zen

*d.
all of the above

What was a daimyo?

a.
the unifying leader of Japan

b.
leader of the samurai

*c.
a feudal lord

d.
a local administrator for the shogun

Why is the Portuguese arrival in Japan important?

a.
They brought new weapons to Japan.

b.
They helped expand the Japanese economy.

c.
They brought a new religion to Japan.

*d.
all of the above

What attributes of the Christian faith probably aided in its success in Japan?

a.
its intolerance of other beliefs

*b.
its similarities with Buddhism

c.
its emphasis on social classes and inequality

d.
none of the above

What ended up being the greatest threat brought by the Europeans in the eyes of the Japanese government?

*a.
religion

b.
weapons

c.
trade

d.
disease

